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Honorary University Fellowship
Presentation Ceremony 2024

EXMERE
Mr WAI Ka-fai .

Mr Wai Ka-fai is a renowned Hong Kong filmmaker, with a prolific career
showcasing exceptional talent in storytelling and genre redefinition.

Born in 1962, Mr Wai's childhood was turned upside down when his parents
separated. He started doing odd jobs at the age of ten to reduce the financial
burden on his mother, who had to bring up four children on her own. Being
a sensitive and inquisitive child, Mr Wai often pondered on the vicissitudes
of life and tried to find answers burying himself among the books in the
public library.

After secondary school, Mr Wai worked as a carpark attendant. One day, he
saw in a newspaper a recruitment advertisement for trainees in screenwriting
from Television Broadcast Limited (TVB) and applied for the training
programme. Not only was he admitted, but he also got employed as a
screenwriter before completing the programme, and quickly moved up the
ranks to become a producer at the age of 27.

His work at TVB included critically acclaimed series such as Police Cadet ‘84,
The Feud of Two Brothers and The Final Verdict. Looking Back in Anger
became the most watched series by Chinese people around the world at
the time, and The Greed of Man is considered to be a Hong Kong classic.
Mr Wai's meticulous character development and distinct storytelling style
gave birth to many popular, lasting characters and turned many actors and
actresses into famous stars.

In addition to his television work, Mr Wai began writing screenplays for
films and gradually transitioned into the movie arena. In 1995, he made his
directorial debut with Peace Hotel. In 1996, he co-founded Milkyway Image
(Hong Kong) Limited with his long-time collaborator, director Johnnie To.
Together, they co-directed several blockbuster comedies, including Needing
You... and Love on a Diet in the early 2000s.
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Over the past three decades, Mr Wai has worked as a director, screenwriter or
producer on more than 30 movies, garnering many film awards both locally
and internationally. Notably, he received the 2004 Hong Kong Film Awards for
Best Film and Best Screenplay for Running on Karma, the 2008 Hong Kong
Film Awards for Best Screenplay for Mad Detective, and the 2023 Hong Kong
Film Awards for Best Director and Best Screenplay for Detective vs Sleuths.
Mad Detective was also awarded Best Screenplay at the 2008 Asian Film
Awards. He also won the Best Screenplay award from the Hong Kong Film
Critics Society seven times between 2003 and 2022.

Mr Wai's films are often preoccupied with predestination and fated
protagonists. As he experimented with various genres and new ways
of storytelling, his previously heady, wacky style became more subtle, relaxed
and philosophical.

Mr Wai was invited to deliver a post-screening talk for the Film and Life Series,
organised by the School of Arts and Social Sciences of Hong Kong Metropolitan
University last year. He shared his religious experience and insights on creative
writing, which captivated an audience of over 200.

In recognition of Mr Wai Ka-fai's contribution to Hong Kong and the
University, may | invite the Pro-chancellor to present him with the Honorary
University Fellowship.
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