Doctor of Business Administration,
honoris causa

Professor S. Tamer CAVUSGIL

Mr Pro-Chancellor,

“For the mind does not require filling like a bottle, but rather, like wood, it only requires kindling

to create in it an impulse to think independently and an ardent desire for the truth.”

There is perhaps no better exemplar of this poignant quote from the Greek philosopher Plutarch
than in the career of Professor S. Tamer Cavusgil. When reflecting on the beginning of his
remarkable academic career, Professor Cavusgil fondly recounts the “accident” that led him to
where he is today. An MBA student at the University of Wisconsin at the time, his inquisitive
mind and scholarly curiosity had caught the attention of Professor Warren J. Bilkey, who decided
to invite him to one of his PhD seminars. In that small group of eight students, immersed in
vibrant intellectual discourse, Professor Cavusgil found the kindling that inspired him to stay
in Wisconsin to pursue a PhD after completing his MBA. The flame ignited in that seminar
continues to burn bright after over four decades, and has since illuminated the path for countless

others in the field of International Business.

One of the most prolific figures in the field of International Business of our times, Professor
Cavusgil has held numerous esteemed positions at renowned universities throughout his
career. Currently a Regents’ Professor and the Fuller E. Callaway Professorial Chair at Georgia
State University (GSU) in the United States, he is also the founding Executive Director of the
Center for International Business Education & Research (GSU-CIBER). Additionally, he serves
as a trustee of Sabanci University in Istanbul, Turkey, and Dean of the Fellows at the Academy
of International Business (AIB), the leading association of international business scholars and

specialists.



Prior to these appointments, Professor Cavusgil had served for 21 years at Michigan State
University (MSU), where he was the inaugural holder of the John Byington Chair in Global
Marketing and founding director of MSU-CIBER. He was also a visiting professor at Manchester
Business School and Leeds University Business School, and had served as Senior Fulbright
Scholar to Australia and taught at Monash University. In addition, he held the Gianni and Joan

Montezemolo Visiting Chair at the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.

In the realm of academic research, Professor Cavusgil has significantly advanced our knowledge
in the areas of internationalisation of the firm, global strategy, emerging markets, and buyer-
seller relationships in cross-border business. In recent years, he has been conducting research
on the evolution of the middle class in rapidly transforming economies. His research has had
a profound impact on the academic community, shaping the way scholars approach global

business challenges.

Professor Cavusgil has authored over 200 articles in top-tier academic journals, more than two
dozen books, and served on the editorial boards of leading academic journals in the field of
international business. Notably, he founded the Journal of International Marketing in 1993 and
introduced the annual book series, Advances in International Marketing in 1986. He currently
serves as the co-editor-in-chief of Rutgers Business Review, a business journal aimed at featuring
research relevant to business executives. His work has been cited extensively by scholars
worldwide and various reviews have listed him as one of the most influential and prolific authors
in international management. As of early 2024, his work has received over 60,000 citations

according to Google Scholar.

Professor Cavusgil has been bestowed with many accolades and honours. He was named The
John W. Byington Chair Emeritus in Global Marketing by Michigan State University and an
Honorary Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University. In 1996, he was named
International Trade Educator of the Year by the National Association of Small Business International
Trade Educators (NASBITE). In 1997, MSU named Professor Cavusgil the “MSU Distinguished
Faculty”, the highest award conferred to a faculty member. In 1998, he was elected a Fellow of
the Academy of International Business (AIB), a distinction earned by a select group of intellectual
leaders in the field of international business. He has been awarded two honorary doctorates,
namely Doctor Honoris Causa from Hasselt University, Belgium in May 2014 and an Honorary
Doctorate from the University of Southern Denmark in October 2017. He was also honoured as

an Honorary Professor by Atilim University in Ankara, Turkey in April 2018.



However, Professor Cavusgil’s true legacy lies not in the number of papers he has published, the
grants he had secured, or the numerous awards and accolades that have marked his career, but
in the intellectual fires he has kindled throughout the years. He has guided over 40 doctoral
students in his career, many of whom are now accomplished educators and scholars themselves,
continuing his legacy and carrying forward the torch of knowledge that he ignited. After many
years in academia, Professor Cavusgil continues to regard teaching as his foremost priority. He
believes that the greatest fulfilment in his work comes from the satisfaction he experiences when
leaving a classroom, confident that he has successfully connected with his students and inspired

them to think critically, inquire deeply, and engage in meaningful exchange.

Driven by his unwavering commitment to teaching excellence, Professor Cavusgil has started
organizing the GSU-CIBER’s International Business Pedagogy Workshop over 30 years ago.
This annual event has become a beacon of pedagogical exchange and innovation for business
scholars, providing a platform for faculty members from across the world to share their

experiences, insights, and best practices in teaching International Business.

The breadth of Professor Cavusgil’s impact extends beyond university walls. He has made
significant contributions to the business community through his lectures on executive
development programmes and his consultancy work with multinational corporations. His deep
understanding of international business dynamics, coupled with his analytical acumen, has
enabled organisations to make informed decisions and capitalise on opportunities in diverse
markets around the world. Professor Cavusgil has also served on many advisory boards, task
forces and government bodies, where his expertise has been instrumental in shaping business

practices, policies, and regulations that impact both the local and global economy.

From 2018 to 2020, Professor Cavusgil held the visiting position of Distinguished Professor at
the Lee Shau Kee School of Business and Administration of Hong Kong Metropolitan University.
During this period, he provided invaluable knowledge and guidance to the School’s Institute of
International Business and Governance (IIBG). He also delivered talks at IIBG events, such as the
Distinguished Professor Seminar Series, providing valuable insights for our faculty members and

students. Professor Cavusgil is currently a supervisor for the School’s Global PhD Programme.

Professor S. Tamer Cavusgil’s legacy is one of exceptional scholarship, mentorship, and advocacy.
He stands as a beacon of intellectual inspiration, demonstrating how the careful nurturing of

minds can ignite flames of knowledge that burn bright across generations. His career embodies



Plutarch’s ideal of education—not merely filling minds with information, but kindling the
eternal flame of independent thought and the passionate pursuit of truth. In this way, his

influence will continue to illuminate the field of international business for generations to come.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, in recognition of his outstanding achievements and immense influence on
students and the field, may I invite our President to present Professor S. Tamer Cavusgil for the

conferment of the degree of Doctor of Business Administration, honoris causa.

Citation to be delivered by Professor Alan AU kai-ming
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